IO8                            MAKERS   OF  DESTRUCTION

At Geneva, as everywhere in the years that followed,
Neurath lent his prestige, and the confidence he personally
inspired, as cover for the Nazi enterprises. He did not do
this in order to make himself indispensable. I am perfectly
sure that he acted from the highest of motives: he was trying
to train the Nazis and turn them into really seiviceable
partners in a moderate nationalist regime. He considered
the coalition of the German nationalists with the Nazis
to be essential. He inferred that it was his duty to make
the best of the Nazis, and this could not mean getting rid
of them as quickly as possible. He regarded himself as
the protector of a young and undisciplined element out of
which he flattered himself that he could form a politically
serviceable one.

I always looked forward to talks with Neurath. His
candour and cheerful confidence inspired trust in him
and reliance on him. His goodwill was undeniable. Plainly
he was out to make Germany great and respected once
more, and to prevent rash experiments and wild adventures
in foreign affairs. Yet, in spite of their goodwill and good
intentions, men like Neurath bear a heavier responsibility
for the European tragedy than the brutal, uneducated
Nazi leaders, men from the lowest depths of society. What
could they know of foreign policy?

Neurath was very thoroughly acquainted with that field.
But the pride natural to him and to many of his fellow-
aristocrats, their awareness of the strength of their social
position, led them to underestimate the dangerousness of
the Nazis. It seemed to him to be essential, and a patriotic
duty, to try to educate these fellows, and in Germany's
interest he made the attempt, patiently and with great
self-control. Personally I -always found Neurath most
friendly and helpful whenever I went to see him. He
certainly exerted a moderating influence upon Hitler at
the outset of the Nazi regime, and succeeded in preventing
the wildest escapades of Nazidom in foreign affairs, or at
least getting rid of their worst features. Hitler proved
amenable in foreign policy at first, and Neurath drew the
/conclusion that he would succeed better and better as time!
went on with his "process of education/* He thought he.